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St. Petersburg possesses four theatres and six theatrical
companies.
The houses are:
The Grand Theatre, where the Italian Opera and ballets
are given.
The Russian Theatre, or Theatre Alexandra, for the per-
formance of works in the national language: by a singular
anomaly, this house is-the one that attracts the fewest spec-
tators.
The French Theatre, or Theatre Mikaelski, exclusively ap-
propriated to French companies.
The Theatre Cirque, so called from its having been origin-
ally built for the performance of the Imperial Equestrian Com-
pany. At present the Russian Opera Company and German
Dramatic Company perform there alternately.
The Grand Theatre and the Theatre Francais are the best
patronized in St. Petersburg. The court, the citizens, and
the numerous French inhabitants are supporters of these two
houses. The German performances at the The'atre du Cirqu9
attract only the German residents. As to the Russian dra-
matic and operatic performances, they are left entirely to the
lower classes, who do not exhibit any very ardent patriotism
in their support. The Russians seem to feel already that, to
take their place worthily in the ranks of civilized nations,
they must renounce in an artistic and literary sense the use
of their language,
- The two Russian theatres are in then: infancy, but not in
such infancy as was that of Western theatricals when they
were compelled to struggle against barbarism, and to seek
their models in the dust of ages and in the scattered fragments
of forgotten antiquity. The pieces brought out-in those the-
atres gave evidence of the contemporary education their au-
thors have received^and of the atmosphere in which they have
dwelt. There is more than one Russian dramatic work on a
level with the present century, and which, translated into
French or English, would take its place among those most in
vogue in London or Paris. The same may be said of the
.JEbey are not grossly ignorant companions of Thespis,
'^ silly shows f°r tke amusement of spec-

